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Voter Engagement for Nonprofits





Disclaimer

The MANP staff are not lawyers and the following information provided 
is not legal advice.



Today: 501(c)3 Public Charities
IRS 
Designation

Type Tax-deductible 
contributions

Education Lobbying Partisan Political 
Activity

501(c)3* Public Charities Yes Unlimited Limited None

501(c)4 Social Welfare No Unlimited Unlimited Limited

501(c)5 Labor Orgs No Unlimited Unlimited Limited

501(c)6 Professional 
Associations

No Unlimited Unlimited Limited

527 Political Action No Limited Limited Unlimited



Nonprofits + Elections: 
A Perfect Match!?

“Nonprofits have the power to 
foster a more inclusive democracy. 
People engaged by nonprofits are 

much more likely to vote than 
comparable voters.”



Why Get Involved?

Nearly 9 in 10 voters (87%) support local charities educating 
policymakers and businesses about the needs of the communities 
they serve.

Seven in 10 voters (71%) think it is a good idea for nonprofits to 
offer voter support services, like voter registration and election day 
transportation.

Politicians simply listen more to communities who are more engaged 
in elections! 

Source: Independent Sector, 2021
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Avoiding Partisanship



Registered Voters in Maine
Democratic 36.2%
Republican 29.5%
Unenrolled 28.8%
Green Independent 3.9%
No Labels 1.0%
Libertarian 0.6%

Secretary of State 1/1/2024



Every Year is An Election Year!



2025 Ballot Questions in Maine

Direct Lobbying - the voters are acting as legislators!



Easy Actions You Can Take

Nonpartisan voter registration and education
When
Where
How

Give employees paid time off to vote



Voter Education

When
Election Date
Deadline to vote early or

 by mail
Polling hours
Registration deadline (you can register day-of 

in Maine!)



Voter Education

Where
Polling Places
Early voting locations
How to find out if your polling place has 

changed



Voter Education

How
Eligibility
ID requirements (remember the ballot question?)
How to vote absentee or early in-person
“What’s your plan for voting?”
Rides to the polls
Election Day Registration
NEW in Maine: online voter registration
Additional resources for voting (translation services, 

casting conditional ballots, etc)



Get Creative with Voter Engagement



Voter Registration: Level 2!

You can also organize a registration drive!
Remember to be nonpartisan! Check out 

Nonprofit Vote and League of Women Voters 
of Maine for additional resources and tips

Your funding sources (federal) may prevent 
you from doing voter registration or lobbying. 
#NotALawyer



Paid Time off to Vote

Check out example policies on our blog!
https://www.nonprofitmaine.org/blog/join-us-in-offering-paid-time-off-to-vote



Proceed (with some caution)

Candidate questionnaires (avoid scorecards!)
Candidate forum (treat all candidates equally – 

if there are likely no shows… reassess)
Candidate visits (treat all candidates equally – 

no politicking or fundraising). 
Definitely invite elected officials when they are not 

campaigning – they have more time then anyway!



Absolutely NO Electioneering or Partisan 
Political Activity

Public Charities CANNOT:
Endorse candidates
Indicate favoritism in an election or toward a political party
Indicate support or opposition to candidates

This is particularly important to pay attention to during big election 
years, or in the months leading up to an election

Remember, other types of nonprofits CAN participate in 
electioneering!



Threats to Nonpartisanship

For 70 years, something called the “Johnson amendment” (named 
after LBJ) has prohibited charitable nonprofits, including houses of 
worship, from endorsing or opposing candidates for public office

In July 2025, the IRS proposed settling a lawsuit between the IRS and 
the National Religious Broadcasters. This settlement would 
effectively rule the Johnson amendment unconstitutional.

What does this mean for nonpartisanship?? Stay tuned… 



Resources
Nonprofit Vote

https://www.nonprofitvote.org/
National Voter Registration Day – free marketing 

materials!

Bolder Advocacy
https://afj.org/bolder-advocacy/
Free hotline to answer tough questions: 866-NP-LOBBY

 League of Women Voters of Maine
https://www.lwvme.org/

Maine Secretary of State
https://www.maine.gov/sos/elections-voting
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QUESTIONS?





 Online: www.NonprofitMaine.org 

 Email: Learn@NonprofitMaine.org

 Phone: 207-871-1885

 Socials: @MaineNonprofits

 Upcoming Events: www.NonprofitMaine.org/Events  

KEEP IN TOUCH!

http://www.nonprofitmaine.org/
mailto:Learn@NonprofitMaine.org
http://www.nonprofitmaine.org/Events


THANK YOU!
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