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AmeriCorps State and National Performance Measure Requirements 
 

All applications must include at least one aligned performance measure (output paired with outcome) that 
corresponds to the proposed primary intervention.  This may be a National Performance Measure or an applicant-
determined measure depending on the program’s theory of change.  Applications may also include National 
Performance Measure outputs without associated outcome(s) provided that the output measures a significant 
program activity.  These output-only measures do not fulfill the requirement for an aligned performance measure, 
but may be selected in addition to the aligned measure(s). 
 
All performance measures must reflect significant program activities whose outputs and outcomes are consistent 
with the applicant’s core theory of change.  Applicants are not expected to have performance measures for every 
program activity.  AmeriCorps does not require applicants to use National Performance Measures but expects them 
to do so if National Performance Measures reflect key outputs and/or outcomes of the theory of change.  Applicants 
may not create applicant determined outputs or outcomes that duplicate existing National Performance Measures.   
 
All performance measures, including output-only measures, must be associated with one or more interventions 
(service activities).  Applicants are expected to use the system-defined intervention categories if they appropriately 
represent the applicant’s program activities.  Applicants may not create user-defined intervention labels that 
duplicate existing intervention categories.  
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Environmental Stewardship 
 

Strategic Plan 
Objective 

Selection Rules Interventions 
Outputs Outcomes (if applicable)* 

At-Risk 
Ecosystems 
 

EN4:  Acres of parks or 
public land treated 

EN4.1: Acres of parks or public land 
improved 

Fire Mitigation 
Flood Mitigation 
Invasive Species Removal 
Debris Removal 
Plant Establishment  
Climate Change Intervention 

EN5:  Miles of trails or 
rivers treated. 

EN5.1: Miles of trails or rivers 
improved 

Trail Creation 
Trail Remediation 
Stream Remediation 
Fire Mitigation 
Flood Mitigation 
Invasive Species Removal 
Debris Removal 
Plant Establishment  
Climate Change Intervention 

Energy 
Efficiency 

EN1:  Number of 
housing units or public 
structures weatherized or 
retrofitted to improve 
energy efficiency 

EN1.1: Number of housing units or 
public structures with reduced energy 
consumption or reduced energy costs 

Weatherization 
Retrofitting  
Climate Change Intervention 

Awareness & 
Stewardship 

EN3: Number of 
individuals receiving 
education or training in 
environmental 
stewardship and/or 
environmentally-
conscious practices  

EN3.1: Number of individuals with 
increased knowledge of 
environmental stewardship and/or 
environmentally-conscious practices 
 
EN3.2: Number of individuals 
reporting a change in behavior or 
intention to change behavior to better 
protect the environment 

Education/Training 
Service Learning  
Climate Change Intervention 

Green Jobs N/A (outputs may be 
reported as Performance 
Data Elements on annual 
Progress Reports)  

N/A (outcomes may be reported as 
Performance Data Elements on 
annual Progress Reports) 

N/A 

*All National Performance Measure outputs may also be paired with an applicant-determined outcome instead or 
may be used without an associated outcome. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP 
 
Focus Area Notes  

• Programs should only opt into the Environmental Stewardship performance measures if the measures 
reflect significant program activities aligned with the applicant’s core theory of change.   

• All individuals counted under these measures must be program beneficiaries, not National Service 
Participants.  National Service Participant outputs and outcomes should be reported in the Performance 
Data Elements in annual Progress Reports. 

• Activities associated with these measures must be carried out by National Service Participants or by 
volunteers directly recruited and/or supported by National Service Participants. 

• AmeriCorps encourages grantees to perform service with the greatest impact versus providing minimal 
impact to the highest number of acres/miles/individuals 
 
 

EN1 (output) 
 

Number of housing units or public structures weatherized or retrofitted to improve energy 
efficiency 

Definition of  
Key Terms 

Housing unit: a single-family home (including a mobile home if permanently placed), an 
apartment, or a room in a group home for people with disabilities 
Public structure: Shelter, such as homeless shelter or emergency shelter operated by a 
nonprofit or government organization; government-owned building 
Weatherization: Modifying a building to reduce energy consumption and costs and 
optimize energy efficiency.  Whole-house weatherization includes the installation of modern 
energy-saving heating and cooling equipment and looks at how the house performs as a 
system. 
Retrofit: An energy conservation measure applied to an existing building or the action of 
improving the thermal performance or maintenance of a building. 

How to Measure/  
Collect Data 

Tracking mechanism that ensures an unduplicated count of units/structures that have 
received services 

 
 

EN1.1 (outcome) 
 

Number of housing units or public structures with reduced energy consumption or reduced 
energy costs 

Definition of Key 
Terms 

Housing units or public structures: those reported in EN1 

How to Measure/  
Collect Data 

Utility bill/statement, computer modeling, resident survey, or other instrument capable of 
measuring changes in energy consumption or energy costs at the individual unit/structure 
level.  When possible, pre-post assessments should be utilized. 

 
 

EN3 (output) Number of individuals receiving education or training in environmental stewardship and/or 
environmentally-conscious practices 

Definition of  
Key Terms 

Environmental Stewardship and/or environmentally conscious practices: Organized 
efforts to teach about how natural environments function and, particularly, how human 
beings can manage their behavior and choices in order to live sustainably within those 
environments. 
Education or training:  substantive engagement of individuals with a specific education 
goal in mind.  Cannot consist solely of mass dissemination of information such as email 
blasts, social media posts, or distributing pamphlets. 

How to Measure/  
Collect Data 

Tracking mechanism that ensures an unduplicated count of individuals that have received 
services 
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EN3.1 (outcome) Number of individuals with increased knowledge of environmental stewardship and/or 
environmentally-conscious practices 

Definition of  
Key Terms 

Individuals: those reported in EN3 

How to Measure/  
Collect Data 

Survey, test, or other instrument capable of measuring changes in knowledge at the 
individual beneficiary level.  When possible, pre-post assessments should be utilized. 

 
 

EN3.2 (outcome) Number of individuals reporting a change in behavior or the intent to change behavior to 
better protect the environment 

Definition of  
Key Terms 

Individuals: those reported in EN3 

How to Measure/  
Collect Data 

Survey, interview, or other instrument capable of measuring changes in behavior at the 
individual beneficiary level.  When possible, pre-post assessments should be utilized. 

 
 

EN4 (output) Number of acres of public parks or other public and tribal lands that are treated 

Definition of  
Key Terms 

Public parks: Park/recreation areas that are designated by national, state, city, or county 
governments (not trails or rivers; see EN5) 
Other public lands: Other publicly owned lands; land owned by nonprofits for public use 
or the public good (such as land conservancies): and public easements 
Tribal lands: Same meaning as imparted by the definitions of “Indian Lands” and “Indian 
Tribes” provided in. SEC. 101. [42 U.S.C. 12511]  
Treated: Removal of invasive species, planting native plants, building riparian buffers, 
clearing of natural debris (such as fallen trees/limbs, hazardous fuel) and unnatural debris 
(such as disaster debris and improperly disposed waste). Treatment must go beyond basic 
trash removal.  

How to Measure/  
Collect Data 

Tracking mechanism that ensures an unduplicated count of acres of land that have received 
services 

 
 

EN4.1 (outcome) Number of acres of public parks or other public and tribal lands that are improved 

Definition of  
Key Terms 

Acres of public parks or other public and tribal lands: those reported in EN4 
Improved: Renovated to reduce human impact or the negative impact of natural disasters or 
invasive species, restored native plants and habitat, reduced erosion, protected watersheds, 
reduced wildfire risk, upgraded or repaired outdoor recreation facilities or signage, increased 
public safe access, protected flora and fauna. Improvement should be consistent with an 
accepted natural resource restoration, maintenance or improvement plan.  

How to Measure/  
Collect Data 

Land manager assessment or other instrument capable of measuring changes in land 
condition at the scale of individual acres.  When possible, pre-post assessments should be 
utilized. 
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EN5 (output) Number of miles of public trails or waterways that are treated and/or constructed 

Definition of  
Key Terms 

Public trails or waterways: owned/maintained by national, state, county, city or tribal 
governments; nonprofits when for public use or the public good; and public easements 
Treated:  Removal of invasive species, planting native plants, building riparian buffers, 
improving tread/corridor of existing trail or making changes to increase the trail lifespan, 
implementing safety measures, removal of unsafe trail structures, repair of damage caused 
by visitor use, changes to increase accessibility, clearing of natural debris (such as fallen 
trees/limbs and hazardous fuel) and unnatural debris (such as disaster debris and improperly 
disposed waste). Treatments must go beyond basic trash removal.  
Constructed: Activities designed to make trails newly available such as adding 
handicapped accessibility, building boardwalks, trail-blazing, converting a railroad bed to a 
trail, etc. 

How to Measure/  
Collect Data 

Tracking mechanism that ensures an unduplicated count of miles of trail/waterway that have 
received services 

 
 

EN5.1 (outcome) Number of miles of public trails or waterways that are improved and/or put into use 

Definition of  
Key Terms 

Miles of public trails or waterways: those reported in EN5 
Improved: Restored to reduce human impact or the negative impact of natural disasters or 
invasive species, restored native plants and habitat, reduced erosion, protected watersheds, 
increased safe condition or long-term sustainability of trails, increased accessibility, 
protected flora and fauna. Improvement should be consistent with an accepted natural 
resource restoration, maintenance or improvement plan. 
Put into use: Established safe and useable trails that are now available for public access 

How to Measure/  
Collect Data 

Land manager assessment or other instrument capable of measuring changes in trail or 
waterway condition at the scale of individual miles.  When possible, pre-post assessments 
should be utilized. 
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